
The 

Declaration of 

Independence 
From Common Sense  

to a Common Cause 



Thomas Paine wrote a 46-

page pamphlet, Common 

Sense, to urge the colonists 

to declare independence 
from Britain.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Thomas_Paine.jpg


Radicals—people who want 

to make drastic changes in 

society—began thinking of 

creating their own nation 

separate from Britain. 



So, was 

Thomas Paine  

a radical? 

YES!! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Thomas_Paine.jpg


By 1776 many colonists, like 

James Otis, believed that 

Parliament did not have the 

right to make laws for the 

colonies. 

Taxation without 

representation is 

tyranny!! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/James_Otis.jpg


Paine set out to change the 

colonists’ attitudes toward 

Britain and the king. 

What did the  

colonists owe them? 

Nothing—no loyalty to  

the king nor anything  

to Britain itself. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2d/Thomas_Paine.jpg


How do you think 

Common Sense influenced 

colonial opinion? 

It most likely gained 

more support for war 

against Britain. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/Commonsense.jpg


“Resolved, That these United 

Colonies are and of right ought 

to be, free and independent 

States, that they are absolved 

from all allegiance to the British 

Crown, and that all political 

connection between them and the 

State of Great Britain is, and 

ought to be, totally dissolved.” 

Richard Henry Lee’s Resolution, June 1776 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Lee_Resolution.jpg


What is  

Richard Henry Lee  

asking for? 

Freedom!! 

Independence!! 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/60/Lee_Resolution.jpg


What could happen to the 

delegates once they 

declared independence?  

They could be 

hanged as traitors. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Noeud_de_pendu_en_ficelle.JPG


The committee to draw up 

a formal declaration of 

independence included… 

Roger 

Sherman 

Benjamin 

Franklin 

Thomas 

Jefferson 

John 

Adams 

Robert 

Livingston 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/44/Committee_of_Five.jpg


Thomas 

Jefferson 

Who actually wrote  

the document? 

Roger 

Sherman 

Benjamin 

Franklin 

John 

Adams 

Robert 

Livingston 
Thomas 

Jefferson 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/44/Committee_of_Five.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/T_Jefferson_by_Charles_Willson_Peale_1791_2.jpg


On 2 July 1776,  

the Continental Congress 

voted that the thirteen 

colonies were… 
  

“free and independent States”  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Declaration_independence.jpg


The Declaration of Independence 
was adopted by the Continental 

Congress on 4 July 1776  



Who signed the  

Declaration first? 

President of the Continental Congress 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/07/Us_declaration_independence.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d5/JohnHancocksSignature.svg


Let’s take a closer  

look at the document  

some refer to as our  

“Foundation of Freedom” 

VIDEO: “Too Late to Apologize—A Declaration” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_56cZGRMx4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_56cZGRMx4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A_56cZGRMx4


This version of the  

document is known as  

the “Dunlap broadside” 

first published on the 

night of 4 July 1776. 



This poster-size version 

was meant to be read 

aloud at a public 

performance to reach  

as many people as soon 

as possible. 



The Declaration has  

a preamble and  

three main parts: 

Natural Rights 

British Wrongs 

and 

Independence  



PREAMBLE 

NATURAL  
RIGHTS 

 
 

BRITISH 
WRONGS 

 
(Notice how most of 
this document is a 

listing of grievances 
against the king!) 

 

INDEPENDENCE 



The 
Declaration of 
Independence 
------------------------------------ 

Natural Rights 



Natural rights  

are rights that  

belong to all  

people from birth.  



“We hold these truths to be  

self-evident, that all men are 

created equal; that they are 

endowed by their Creator with 

certain unalienable rights; that 

among these are life, liberty,  

and the pursuit of happiness.”  

Thomas Jefferson 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/46/T_Jefferson_by_Charles_Willson_Peale_1791_2.jpg


According to the 

Declaration, why do  

people form governments? 
  

In order to protect their 

natural rights & liberties.  



How can  

governments exist? 
 

Only if they have the 

“consent of the governed.” 



What if government fails  

to protect the rights  

of its citizens? 
 

It is the people’s “right 

[and] duty to throw off 

such government….”  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/97/DCprotest.jpg


The 
Declaration of 
Independence 
------------------------------------ 

British Wrongs 



Why did Jefferson  

condemn King George III? 
 

For disbanding colonial 

legislatures and for  

sending troops to the 

colonies in peacetime. 

King George III 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b1/George_III_in_Coronation_Robes.jpg


Jefferson listed two 

additional complaints: 
 

   1. Limits on trade 

   2. Taxes without  

       representation 

King George III 



How did the colonies  

try to correct these 

injustices? 
 

They had petitioned  

the king. 

Olive Branch Petition 



What was Jefferson’s  

bold conclusion about  

King George III? 
 

He was a tyrant and  

not fit to rule.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e1/UK_Arms_1801.svg


The 
Declaration of 
Independence 
------------------------------------ 

Independence 



The last part  

of the Declaration  

announces what? 

That the  

colonies are the  

United States  

of America. 



What has happened 

to all of our political 

ties with Britain? 

All political ties 

with Britain have 

been cut. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/88/Schere_Gr_99.jpg


As a free and independent 

nation, the United States 

has the full power to do 

four activities: 

  1. levy war 

  2. conclude peace  

  3. contract alliances 

  4. establish commerce 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/US_flag_13_stars_%E2%80%93_Betsy_Ross.svg


The signers closed with this 

solemn pledge: 

“And, for the support of this 

declaration, with a firm reliance  

on the protection of Divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge  

to each other our lives, our 

fortunes, and our sacred honor.”  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/US_flag_13_stars_%E2%80%93_Betsy_Ross.svg


A Reading of the Declaration of Independence (2000) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3b/US_flag_13_stars_%E2%80%93_Betsy_Ross.svg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYyttEu_NLU

