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Process Paper

While brainstorming for a topic, I asked my Grandpa for ideas since he is a veteran and
the American Legion Commander of the Joplin chapter. He suggested the battle of the Chosin
Reservoir during the Korean War. While conducting my research, I realized that the entire battle
of the Chosin Reservoir was too broad a topic for a 10-minute documentary. I then looked for an
interesting piece of the battle. I decided to research the most triumphant part: the repair of the
bridge over Funchilin Pass.

In conducting my research I found many primary sources, but the most helpful and
interesting was my interview with Mr. John Newberry about his service in the Korean War. He
helped me understand the impact that the Korean war had on the people of Korea and the country
itself. He also described how terrible it was to fight in Korea under such terrible weather
conditions. His descriptions aided me in the making of my documentary.

Another useful source was the website chosinreservoir.com which has an amazing
amount of information and primary sources in it, with things like an interview with General
Oliver P. Smith, a list of MIA soldiers and soldiers who died in Korea, and an image gallery.
During the scripting process I ran into many challenges deciding what to include or not (you
can’t fit everything you want into a 10-minute documentary). There were many things [ wanted
to include that didn’t make it into the final product.

Another problem I encountered was picture placement in my documentary. I could only
find a limited number of pictures of the broken bridge so I had to use them well. I also had a hard

time finding photos with good resolution that fit the entire screen.



I started looking for images and found some amazing footage on Youtube.com under the
name, “Korean War 1950 to 1953, Parts 1-3.” I also found another video that had great video
footage, but it had a watermark: the “PBS39” logo in red on the bottom right of the screen. |
couldn’t find the same film without the watermark, so I used pieces of that video in my
documentary.

Music that fit both the time of my event and the mood of my documentary was very hard
to find. My documentary is serious, and most music from 1950 is upbeat and happy. Korean
instrumental music from 1950 didn’t fit either. I did use the national anthems from North and
South Korea and also classical music by the Piano Guys.

The UN forces suffered a great tragedy at the Chosin Reservoir. Forced to retreat, they
battled narrow mountain passes, extreme cold, and enemy forces only to have their one escape
route, the bridge over Funchilin Pass, bombed. It was a great triumph that military engineers
came up with a solution for the destroyed retreat path by airdropping bridge pieces to repair the

bridge which allowed the UN forces to finish their retreat from the mountains of North Korea.
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