
Chapter 10 | Lesson 1 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The First 
President 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Washington 
Takes Office 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



When we last left the Thirteen Colonies, the 
colonists had: 

 

1.  1776: Declared their independence from Britain.  
                 (Document?) 
 

2.  1783: Defeated Britain in the Revolutionary War    
                 to become the United States of America.   
                 (Treaty?) 
 

3.  1787: Created a Constitution to establish a   
                 framework for our federal government.  
                 (Replacing what?) 



George Washington  
was inaugurated in  

New York City  
on 30 April 1789. 

 

 Witnesses noticed that  

Washington looked  

“grave, almost to sadness”  

as he felt a great burden. 
 

Washington would set  

many precedents  

as president… 



Washington set an important 
precedent at the end of his 

second term… 
 

In 1796, he decided NOT to 
run for a third term as 

President. 
 

 

 

Not until 1940 did any  

President seek a third  

term of office. Franklin  

D. Roosevelt (FDR)  

was elected four times— 

in 1932, 1936, 1940,  

and finally in 1944!! 



One of his first precedents was to create a Cabinet 
with well-known leaders to serve the new country: 

Attorney 
General 

Postmaster 
General 

State 

Treasury 

War 
(Today: Defense) 

PRESIDENT 

Edmund 

Randolph 

George 

Washington 

Thomas 

Jefferson 

Henry 

Knox 
Alexander 

Hamilton 

Samuel 

Osgood 



Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton  
were the most influential Cabinet members… 

Thomas Jefferson 
Secretary of State 

Alexander Hamilton 
Secretary of the Treasury 



The President’s Cabinet has grown from 
5 members in 1789 to 21 members in 2015... 

President Obama (with Vice President Biden) and his Cabinet in 2009 



Three facts about the  
Judicial Branch… 
 

1. Congress passed the 
Judiciary Act in 1789 creating a 
federal court system.  
 

2. John Jay was the first Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 
 

Lower district courts and  
circuit courts could have their 
decisions appealed to the 
3. Supreme Court—the 
highest court in the land. 

John Jay 
Leading Federalist, abolitionist, and 
co-author of The Federalist Papers 



As Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton’s biggest problem 
was the large national debt, the total amount of money the 

U.S. owed to others… 

Amount of money the 
United States owed 

Amount of money 
it cost to run 
United States 
Government 
(1789-1791) 

Total income the 
United States 

received 
(1789-1791) 

$4,269,000 $77,228,000 $4,419,000 

Total U.S. debt = $81,497,000 



How does the debt of 1791 compare to our current debt? 

U.S. Debt in 1791: 

$81,497,000 
U.S. National Debt in 2016: 

$18,800,000,000,000+ DEBT 
CLOCK 

2016 Debt is 

230,683 
times 

larger than 
the 1791 Debt 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lxF0-HAhs8
http://www.usdebtclock.org/


How does the debt of 1791 compare to our current debt? 
[ SNAPSHOT OF USDEBTCLOCK.ORG | AS OF 12 JANUARY 2016 AT 8:00 A.M. ]  



During the Revolutionary War, both the national 
government and individual states borrowed heavily from 
foreign countries and others to pay soldiers and buy 
supplies—creating our national debt. 
 

Hamilton’s Plan for repaying this debt called for the 
federal government to repay BOTH federal and state 
debts—many southerners (James Madison) opposed this 
plan because these states had little or no debt. 
 

Hamilton replied that the United States must repay all its 
debts in full to gain the trust of future investors—this 
support was crucial to building the new nation’s economy. 



Alexander Hamilton is one of two non-presidents featured on currently 
issued U.S. bills ($10), the other being Benjamin Franklin on the $100. 



Hamilton’s Compromise:  He would support the 

southerners’ goal of a new capital city in the South 

if they agreed to his plan to repay all state debts. 

In 1790, Congress voted to repay 

state debts and build a new 

capital city—not as part of any 

state, but built on land along 

the Potomac River, between 

Maryland and Virginia, and 

called the District of Columbia. 
 

Today, it is known as 

Washington, D.C.  The new 

capital was to be ready by 1800. 

Meanwhile, the nation’s capital was moved from New 

York City to Philadelphia—the birthplace of America. 





Washington, D.C.  
as it appears today 



Washington DC Tour 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QTZQ9bta31w


Hamilton’s next challenge was to strengthen the 

nation's weak economy—a bold plan that would help 

both agriculture and industry. He asked Congress to 

set up a national bank. In 1791, Congress created 

the Bank of the United States. The bank would: 
 

 hold money from collected taxes 
 

 issue paper money to pay the government’s bills 
 

 issue loans to encourage economic growth 

To help American manufacturers, Hamilton asked 

Congress to pass a tariff (tax) on foreign goods brought 

into the country, making these goods more expensive.  
 

 North: Supports … many factories located there 
 

 South: Opposes … bought imported goods 

A tariff passed, but much lower than Hamilton wanted. 



To raise money, Congress approved a tax on 

all liquor made and sold in the U.S. (another 

Hamilton plan). Many farmers grew corn, but it 

was bulky and hard to haul over rough roads—

so they converted it into whiskey to make it 

easier to ship in barrels. 

In 1794, farmers in western Pennsylvania (PA) 

rebelled against tax collectors trying to collect 

this tax. Washington quickly called up the militia 

and led them on horseback. The farmers fled 

back to their farms. 



Washington leads a 15,000-strong militia  

into western Pennsylvania in 1794 

The Whiskey Rebellion 

October 10, 1794, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
President George Washington reviews the army as it departs  
to suppress the Whiskey Rebellion in western Pennsylvania. 



PRECEDENT: 

An act or decision that sets the example for others to follow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Whiskey Rebellion almost became our country’s first civil war and 

showed the people that our government would act firmly in times of crisis. 

Washington was 62 at the time and it would be “the first and  
only time a sitting American president led troops in the field.”   



The Whiskey Rebellion 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8lxF0-HAhs8

