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A/C|vs. The Constitution

THEN (1781 to 1788)
Type of Government: __ CONFEDERATION

Articles of Confederation (A/C)
Do the states have governments? @ No

Is there a central (national) gr::vemment?f‘fu

This central government was WEAK by design.

Balance of Power

NATIONAL

STATES

Executive Branch

Is there a Chief Executive? Yes




A/C|vs. The Constitution

Legislative Branch
Known as the CONGRESS

Structure: Bicameral | Unicameral

Number of votes per state: _ ONE

Congress had these powers:

Fraction of states needed to pass a law: 9/13

Judicial Branch

Is there a national court to settle diputes? }’es




A/C|vs. The Constitution

PLEASE WRITE THESE ITEMS ON THE BACK!!

Articles of Confederation

Legislative Branch

Congress had these powers:
1. manage foreign affairs
2. keep up armed forces
3. borrow money

4. issue money

Congress did NOT have these powers:

1. control trade

2. force citizens to join army

3. impose taxes



A/C vs.|The Constitution

NOW (1788 to Present)
Type of Government: CONST. REPUBLIC

The Constitution

Do the states have g-:::vernment&:?’ No
Is there a central (national) g-:::vemment‘? No

This system of government: FEDERALISM

Balance of Power

STATES NATIONAL

Executive Branch

Is there a Chief Executive? Nc:




A/C vs.|The Constitution

Legislative Branch

Known as the CONGRESS

Structure: | Bicameral | Unicameral

Number of votes per state: VARIES
Based on POPULATION + 2 (Senate)

Powers of Congress:

0,
Percent of votes needed to pass a law: __~ 50%

Judicial Branch

Is there a national court to settle diputes? N-::

Top court: SUPREME COURT




A/C vs. The Constitution

The Constitution

Legislative Branch

Powers of Congress:

1. Levy, or collect, taxes
To borrow money
Coin (make) money
To declare war

Establish post offices

o o » LW

Fix (set) standard weights and
measures




A/C vs. The Constitutio
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