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Chapters 3 & 4 Review: Early English Colonies (2+13) 
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Dear Student:  Please write your answers in the blank spaces.   CHAPTERS 3 & 4 TEST is THURSDAY, 9/25/14. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------ 
 

1. Which of the three colonial regions would have been least likely to grow cash crops?    

 New England 

2. What were the reasons for the founding of the colonies at Jamestown and Plymouth?     

 Jamestown: economic opportunity | Plymouth: religious freedom 

3. The formation of the Virginia House of Burgesses in 1619 was significant because it marked the beginning of ____.  

 Representative government in the colonies 

4. What did the signers of the Mayflower Compact want to achieve?    

 Establish laws for the general good of the colony 

5. Know the chronological order of key events relating to the first English colonies (Jamestown [1607] to Puritans [1630]).   

   1607:      1620:       

   1612:      1620: 

   1619:      1621: 

   1620:      1630: 
6. When was Jamestown founded? 

 1607 

7. What was Triangular Trade and describe its significance.  

 A colonial trade route between New England, Africa, and West Indies 

 Significant for an increase in African slaves sent to the New World 

8. What three (3) common reasons led to the creation of the Thirteen English Colonies?  

 Economic opportunity, religious freedom, and political freedom 

9. Why did the British government choose to follow the policy of mercantilism?  

 To increase Britain’s wealth and control over its colonies 

10. The Thirteen English Colonies were primarily located along the… 

 Atlantic Ocean 

11. If cash crops were the leading export from the colonies, which colonial region had the leading economy?    

 Southern 

12. One reason that the Mayflower Compact was written was to establish… 

 Principles of self-government for the new colony 

13. What is a primary source? List at least three examples. 

 A document or physical object written or created during the time of the event.  

(Examples: diary, newspaper account, letter, actual photo, autobiography) 

14. Describe the relationship between geography and economy in the Middle Colonies? 

 Mild winters and fertile soil: most people made their living from farming 
15. Which group first settled the colony of Maryland to escape persecution in England?   

 Catholics  
16. How was the founding of the Virginia House of Burgesses similar to the signing of the Mayflower Compact? 

 Both contributed to the development of representative democracy 



17. What was the most likely reasoning behind the Africans migrating to the English Colonies in 1619? 

 To work on plantations as slaves 

18. Which colonies were founded as havens for persecuted religious groups? 

 Maryland (Catholics) and Pennsylvania (Quakers) 

19. What trade route brought slaves to the Thirteen English Colonies? 

 Triangular Trade 

20. Which colonies were established by leaders who left Massachusetts Bay for religious freedom? 

 Rhode Island (Roger Williams) and Connecticut (Thomas Hooker) 

21. What is mercantilism? How was it related to the Navigation Acts?  

Economic theory stating the home country has strict control over its colonies, 
which exist to benefit England—the Acts were laws to enforce mercantilism. 

22. How did the Pilgrims survive their first year at Plymouth? 

 Native Americans taught settlers how to farm 

23. What year did the Pilgrims arrive in Plymouth? 

 1620 

24. During the 1700s and 1800s, European migration to North America resulted in Native Americans experiencing… 

European migration 
25. What geographic and economic factors led to the development of plantation agriculture in the South? 

 The warm climate allowed planters to raise profitable cash crops 

26. What were the main reasons for the development of large plantations in the Southern Colonies? 

#25 + certain crops were most efficiently grown at a large scale 
27. Which colonies would be the most likely to have slaves working on a rice plantation? 

 Southern: Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, (and Georgia) 

28. Which colonies would have grown tobacco? 

 Southern: Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 

29. Know the differences between Pilgrims, Puritans, and Quakers: religion, location, and arrival date. 

 Pilgrims: Plymouth, 1620 | Puritans: MA Bay, 1630 | Quakers: PA, 1682 

30. The Separatists [Pilgrims] left Europe to settle in America mainly because they desired… 

 Religious freedom 

31. The Navigation Acts were linked to which economic system? 

 Mercantilism 

32.  When did Columbus reach the New World? 

 1492 

33. Which groups enjoyed the least freedom in the English colonies? 

 African slaves 

34. Which region was mainly involved in shipbuilding, forestry, and fishing? 

 New England 

35. Economic activity in the New England colonies relied heavily on trade in part because… 

A cold climate and poor rocky soil made farming unprofitable 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

VOCABULARY: Know the following terms:  

1. cash crop   4. mercantilism   7. representative government 

2. Enlightenment   5. Navigation Acts  8. royal colony 

3. Great Awakening  6. proprietary colony  9. triangular trade 


