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01.  What do the Three G’s represent? 

God | Gold | Glory 
 
02.  What were the three (3) goals of Spanish explorations in the New World? 

 NOT to defeat the English | To become more powerful than Portugal 
 

03.  Christopher Columbus sailed from Spain with the goal of reaching what destinations? 

India and China. 
 

04.  Which Spanish explorers defeated (A) the Aztecs in Mexico and (B) the Incas in Peru? 

(A) Cortes and (B) Pizarro 
 
05.  Why were the Spanish able to conquer the Aztec and Incan empires? 

The Spanish had better weapons and armor 
 
06.  Spain gained good maps and charts of the Texas coast from the ___ expedition. 

Pineda  
 
07.  What was the importance of Alonso Álvarez de Pineda’s exploration of the Texas coast in 1519? 

He was the first European to explore and map what is now the Texas coastline. 
 
08.  What was the purpose of Narváez’s expedition? 

to conquer the area between Florida and Mexico 
 
09.  Which expedition was shipwrecked off the Texas coast near Galveston? 

 Narváez 
 
10.  Which early explorer was able to reach Texas as a result of the Narváez expedition? 

Cabeza de Vaca 
 
11.  List three (3) topics included in the book Cabeza de Vaca wrote. 

NOT a description of the wealth available from Texas oil 
 
12.  What specific information did Cabeza de Vaca put in his book that led to further exploration of Texas? 

A description of cities of gold 
 
13.  What place did Coronado reach that he thought must be the city of Cíbola? 

Zuni Pueblo settlement of mud and stone (in AZ)  
 
14.  What did Coronado report to the Spanish king about his expedition? 

soil would be good for farming but there was no gold to be found in the region. 
 
15.  What did Oñate celebrate upon reaching El Paso del Norte and why is it significant? 

successful settlement of the upper Rio Grande | first Thanksgiving in North America 

 
16.  Which settlement was founded 11 years after Oñate’s expedition to the upper Rio Grande? 

Santa Fe  
 



17.  Which early explorer to Texas was NOT from Spain or New Spain? 

La Salle 
 
18.  What was the goal of La Salle when he returned from France in 1684? 

to begin a colony in Louisiana at the mouth of the Mississippi River 
 
19.  Why did La Salle’s expedition land in Texas? 

He missed his target (Mississippi River) by 400 miles and landed in Texas instead 
 
20.  Which Native American group helped the Spanish survivors shipwrecked on Malhado, but opposed the French 
 settlement at Fort St. Louis? 

Karankawa 
 
21. In the late 1500s Spain lost interest in exploring northern territories such as Texas. Which event caused Spain to want to  
 settle this land again in the 1600s? 

French explorer La Salle claimed this land for France. 
 
22.  Despite the failure of Fort St. Louis to survive as a permanent settlement, La Salle’s efforts had three (3) important 
 effects. List them. 

NOT the French continued to settle in Texas. 
 
23.  List the EXPLORER with the YEAR of their arrival to the Americas and/or Texas: (Note: CHRONOLOGICAL order) 

1492: 

1519: (Mexico) 

1532: 

1519: (TX Coast) 

1528: (FL to TX) NOT Coronado sets out to find Cibola  

1528: (Malhado)  

1540: 

1542: 

1598: 

1684: 

24.  Name the EXPLORER responsible for the corresponding significant EVENT: (Note: RANDOM order) 

Conquered the Aztec empire in Mexico: Cortes 

Goal was to conquer lands between Florida & Texas: Narváez 

Celebrated first Thanksgiving in North America: Oñate 

Built Fort St. Louis in SE Texas: La Salle 

Journeyed 1500 miles to find cities of gold: Coronado 

Discovered petroleum in Texas: Moscoso 

First to arrive in the New World: Columbus 

Made maps and charts of the coastline of Texas: Pineda 

Survived shipwreck off the Texas coast: Cabeza de Vaca 

Conquered the Incan empire in Peru: Pizarro 


